
 
 

Letter from 225 Michigan Physicians: 
End Public Funding of Painful, Useless Dog Experiments 

 
Oct. 10, 2019 

 
The Honorable Lee Chatfield 
Speaker of the House  
P.O. Box 30014  
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
The Honorable Christine Greig 
House Democratic Leader 
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909 

The Honorable Mike Shirkey 
Majority Leader of the Senate 
P.O. Box 30016 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
The Honorable Jim Ananich 
Senate Democratic Leader 
P.O. Box 30036 
Lansing, MI 48909 

 
Dear Speaker Chatfield, Majority Leader Shirkey, Rep. Greig, and Sen. Ananich: 
 
As Michigan physicians, we are writing to request that the House of Representatives and the Senate 
take action to end the wasteful and cruel use of dogs in experiments at Wayne State University. You 
can achieve this by passing HB 5090, which was introduced this week by Rep. Sara Cambensy and 
referred to the House Agriculture Committee. 
 
The experiments at Wayne State are supposed to examine human cardiovascular disease. Yet the 
experimenters have nothing to show for decades of work, millions of dollars in taxpayer money 
spent, and hundreds of dogs killed. Meanwhile, heart disease is the leading cause of death in our 
state, and 2.9 million Michiganders are expected to be suffering from heart disease by 2030. Our 
patients, your constituents, deserve better. 
 
During some of the experiments at Wayne State, dogs undergo multiple surgeries in which devices, 
cables, and wires are implanted in their bodies. The dogs are then forced to run on treadmills 
before they are killed. As many as one out of every four dogs dies during or after surgery—before 
the experiments are completed—because procedures are so invasive and dangerous. All of the dogs 
who make it through the experiments are later killed. 
 
Since 1991, Wayne State has requested and received $11.6 million from the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) for these experiments. NIH justifies this massive expenditure by simply stating that 
the number of papers published by the lead experimenter “suggests a productive research career.”  
 
In contrast, human-based studies, as well as cell-based and computer-based research methods, 
mean that dogs are unnecessary for human health research. For cardiovascular disease, the 
Framingham Heart Study is a prime example of human-relevant research. The study, conducted 
since 1948, has included thousands of people across the country and resulted in several major 



medical findings. In addition, other researchers use diseased hearts from patients undergoing 
transplants or hearts donated for research to collect human-relevant data. 
After all of these years—after so much wasted money and so much suffering—it is time for 
Michigan’s elected officials to stand up for patients. We urge you to prohibit the use of dogs in 
painful experiments at publicly funded institutions and encourage human-relevant research. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
 
Very truly, 
 
Andrea Abessinio, DO 
St. Clair Shores 
 

Mira Agrawal, MD 
Superior Township 
 

Hisham Ahmed, MD 
Lapeer 
 

Adelita Alcala, MD 
North Muskegon 
 

Anthony Alcantara, MD 
Clinton Township 
 

Louise Aloe, MD 
Northville 
 

Thomas Anan, MD 
Novi 
 

Nina Anderson, MD 
Sterling Heights 
 

Anita Asadorian, DO 
Caledonia 
 

Taher Ata, MD 
Clarkston 
 

Erica Austin, DO 
East Lansing 
 

Marie Awad, DO 
Shelby Township 
 

Cindy Baetz, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Susan Bannon, MD 
Kalamazoo 
 

Lenise Banse, MD 
Clinton Township 
 

Crystal Barrow, MD 
Canton 

Wayne Bedell, DO 
Midland 
 

Branislav Behan, MD 
Essexville 
 

Roberto Benejam, MD 
Dearborn 
 

Seth Bernard, DO 
Flint 
 

Nada Beydoun, DO 
Dearborn Heights 
 

John Beyer, DO 
Holland 
 

Smita Bijlani, MD 
Rochester Hills 
 

David Blum, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

David Boger, DO 
Chelsea 
 

Yolanda Bone, MD 
Midland 
 

Harry Borovik, MD 
Traverse City 
 

Debra Boyer, MD 
Ypsilanti 
 

Asia Bradley, MD 
Detroit 
 

Cynthia Browne, MD 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
 

David Brownstein, MD 
West Bloomfied 
 

Maria Budai, MD 
Owosso 

Mitchell Carey, MD 
East Jordan 
 

Daniel Carrel, DO 
Rockford 
 

Satya Chaparala, MD 
Battle Creek 
 

Anita Charochak, DO 
Delton 
 

David Chauvin, DO 
Harbor Springs 
 

Carl Christensen, MD 
Detroit 
 

Kelly Clark, MD 
Traverse City 
 

Ivan Co, MD 
Ypsilanti 
 

John Colwill, MD 
Grand Rapids 
 

Robin Cook, MD 
Marquette 
 

Jayne Courts, MD 
Caledonia 
 

Mark Cowan, MD 
Marquette 
 

John Crayne, MD 
Lambertville 
 

Edward Crippen, MD 
Saline 
 

Richard Cross, MD 
St. Clair Shores 
 

George Czertko, MD 
Warren 



Sudha Damidi, MD 
Rochester Hills 
 

Ronald D'Angostino, Jr., DO 
L'Anse 
 

Alan D'Augustine, DO 
Grosse Pointe Park 
 

Olubukola Davies-Jones, MD 
St. Clair Shores 
 

Geoffrey De Tolve, MD 
Portage 
 

Deborah Dell, DO 
Battle Creek 
 

Karen Denbesten, MD 
Petoskey 
 

Alan Dengiz, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

James Denier, MD 
Clinton Township 
 

Christina Desousa, MD 
Dearborn 
 

Marek Didluch, MD 
Flint 
 

Ryan Dodde, II, MD 
Holland 
 

Diane Donley, MD 
Traverse City 
 

Lori Dotson, MD 
South Haven 
 

Nedra Downing, DO 
Holly 
 

Ross Driscoll, MD 
Kalamazoo 
 

David Duffey, DO 
Ada 
 

John Ebrom, MD 
Grand Rapids 
 

Marcel Elanjian, DO 
Dearborn 
 

Craig Elliott, MD 
Muskegon 

Michael Engel, MD 
Norton Shores 
 

Beverly Fauman, MD  
Ann Arbor 
 

Joyce Feldman, MD 
Lake Orion 
 

Patricia Ferguson, MD 
Bingham Farms 
 

Richard Ferro, DO 
Okemos 
 

Daniel Fett, DO 
Muskegon 
 

Richard Fici, DO 
East Detroit 
 

Debbie Filek, MD 
Bay City 
 

C. Peter Fischer, MD 
Ypsilanti 
 

Lawrence Foe, MD 
Ada 
 

Michael Fox, DO 
Livonia 
 

James Gamero, MD 
West Bloomfield 
 

Balvant Ganatra, MD 
Flint 
 

Carmen Garcia, MD 
Kalamazoo 
 

Elias Gennaoui, MD 
Allen Park 
 

Jennifer Giordano, DO 
Rochester Hills 
 

Mark Goetting, MD 
Portage 
 

George Goffas, MD 
St. Clair Shores 
 

Michael Goldfarb, MD 
Dearborn 
 

Denise Gray, MD 
Detroit 

Carmen Green, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

David Grekin, MD 
Saint Joseph 
 

Rajinder Grewal, MD 
Rochester Hills 
 

Neesha Griffin-Berry, MD 
Southfield 
 

Teresa Griffith, MD 
Alpena 
 

Michael Gruber, MD 
Bay City 
 

Carla Guggenheim, DO 
Lansing 
 

Ashwini Gulwadi, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Christopher Gunnell, MD 
Saint Ignace 
 

Luzette Habib, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Lorette Haddad, MD 
Livonia 
 

Khaled Hafez, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Teri Hammer, DO 
Van Buren Township 
 

Rafia Haque, MD 
Allen Park 
 

Daniel Harber, DO 
Dearborn Heights 
 

Denis Hart, MD 
Dexter 
 

Carrie Hecht, MD 
Ada 
 
Barbara Heller-Burstein, DO 
Ypsilanti 
 

Matthew Hettle, MD 
Clarkston 
 

Leon Hochman, MD 
Bingham Farms 



Adam Holt, MD 
St. Clair Shores 
 

Diane Howlin, MD 
Chelsea 
 

Anne-Marie Ice, MD 
Detroit 
 

Colin Irish, DO 
Marquette 
 

Todd Irwin, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Nadheer Issa, MD 
Sterling Heights 
 

James Jackson, DO 
Muskegon Heights 
 

William Jackson, MD 
Marcellus 
 

Mohammad Jafferany, MD 
Saginaw 
 

Annette Joe, MD 
Farmington Hills 
 

David Johnson, MD 
Holland 
 

Gary Jones, MD 
Dearborn 
 

Alice Kachman, MD 
Livonia 
 

Joel Kahn, MD 
West Bloomfield 
 

Jacob Kalo, MD 
Warren 
 

Sharon Kemper, DO 
Beverly Hills 
 

Amine Khachani, MD 
Royal Oak 
 

Rashid Khalil MD 
Novi 
 

Shabbir Khambati, MD 
Milford 
 

Usha Kilaru, MD 
Bloomfield Township 

Terry Kinzel, MD 
Hancock 
 

Debra Klueger, DO 
Perrinton 
 

Ann Knapp, MD 
Dorr 
 

Karen Koby-Olson, MD 
Gaylord 
 

Robert Kolodziejczyk, MD 
Grand Rapids 
 

Sylvia Kosciolek, MD 
Fenton 
 

Craig Kuesel, DO 
Traverse City 
 

April Kurkowski, DO 
Traverse City 
 

Jason Ladwig, MD 
Kalamazoo 
 

Molly Laird, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Christie Laming, MD 
Burtchville 
 

Diane Lapointe, MD 
Harbor Springs 
 

Mary Lazar, MD 
Royal Oak 
 

Dana Leary, MD 
Caledonia 
 

Dale Leffler, DO 
Holland 
 

Douglas Leppink, MD 
Grand Rapids 
 

Michael Malian, MD 
West Bloomfield 
 

Aye Mar, MD 
Battle Creek 
 

Curtis Marder, MD 
Marquette 
 

Erica Markovitz, MD 
Ann Arbor 

Emily Mathias, MD 
Grosse Pointe 
 

Quentin Mc Mullen, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Ryan McConnell, DO 
Charlevoix 
 

Percy McDonald, MD 
Port Huron 
 

Rodney McFarland, MD 
Bay City 
 

Anjali Mehta, MD 
Jackson 
 

Irene Metro, MD 
Plymouth 
 

Chris Milan, DO 
Gaylord 
 

Edward Millermaier, MD 
Grand Rapids 
 

Danuta Molenda, MD 
Troy 
 

Alina Murariu-Dobrin, MD 
Rochester 
 

Timothy Murphy, MD 
Ludington 
 

Alan Neiberg, MD 
Lansing 
 

Kristin Nikolakeas, DO 
Grand Blanc 
 
Bernard Noveloso, MD 
Grand Blanc 
 

Thomas Nussdorfer, MD 
Traverse City 
 

Justin Oldfield, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Carolyn Olson, MD 
Bark River 
 

Allan Olson, DO 
Marquette 
 

Mariano Orca, MD 
Sturgis 



Drue Orwig, DO 
Ada 
 

Nina Osak, MD 
Harper Woods 
 

David Osher, MD 
Franklin 
 

Lakshmi Palakurthi, MD 
Troy 
 

Ann Poznanski, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Arturo Prada, MD 
Rochester Hills 
 

Ajay Raman, DO 
Novi 
 

Michelle Randall, DO 
Bath 
 

Adriana Raus, MD 
Owosso 
 

Adriana Ribeiro, MD 
Grand Rapids 
 

Susan Ritter, MD 
Marquette 
 

Naheed Rizvi, MD 
Midland 
 

Kathleen Rollinger, DO 
Clinton Township 
 

Martin Romero, MD 
Williamston 
 

Carole Roseland, DO 
Livonia 
 

Dorrie Rosenblatt, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Dawn Rosser, MD 
Hastings 
 

Marguerite Saith, MD 
Portage 
 

Alla Sakharova, MD 
Commerce Township 
 

Cheryl Sales, DO 
Grand Rapids 
 

William Salot, MD 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
 

Karen Samples, DO 
Trenton 
 

Raphael Sapeika, MD 
Bloomfield 
 

Evon Schexnaydre, MD 
Spring Lake 
 

Patricia Schmidt, DO 
Bloomfield Township 
 

Barbara Siepierski, MD 
Dearborn Heights 
 

Edward Sladek, MD 
Lansing 
 

Eni Smith, MD 
Royal Oak 
 

Amalia Stefanou, MD 
Birmingham 
 

Arti Subramanian, MD 
Canton 
 

Bashar Succar, MD 
Pontiac 
 

Andrew Sulich, MD 
St. Clair Shores 
 
Stephen Swetech, MD 
Clinton Township 
 

Ibrahim Syed, MD 
Saline 
 

Travis Terrell, MD 
Ceresco 
 

Sharon Tice, MD 
Novi 
 

Teresita Timban, MD 
Troy 
 

Bharat Tolia, MD 
Bloomfield 
 

John Trupiano, MD 
Birmingham 
 

Marc Tuchman, MD 
Ann Arbor 
 

Andrea Van Pelt, MD 
Ada 
 

Mildred Vazquez, MD 
Eastpointe 
 

Alex Vlahopoulos, DO 
Grand Rapids 
 

Marit Vogel, MD 
Petoskey 
 

Annica Waalkes, MD 
Zeeland 
 

Catherine Waller, MD 
Rochester 
 

Ping Wang, MD 
Warren 
 

Eva Wendling, MD 
Bellaire 
 

James Wiaduck, MD 
Norton Shores 
 

Alvin Williams, MD 
Detroit 
 

Marilyn Williams, MD 
Brighton 
 
Elizabeth Wilson, DO 
Escanaba 
 

William Workman, DO 
Kalamazoo 
 

Sarah Yonder, MD 
Sanford 
 

Ann Zaccagnini, DO 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
 

Amy Zacharias, MD 
Cement City 
 

Mohammed Zahoor, MD 
Farmington

 
 


